The Rutland Region gets Three NADO Awards

By Mark Blucher, Executive Director, Rutland Regional Planning Commission

The National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) has pre-
sented three awards to the Rutland Region.

The Rutland Creative Economy Initiative received an Innovation Award
acknowledging the partnership among many organizations including the Re-
gional Planning Commission 0 Tara Kelly, Senior Planner, has chaired the
Initiative. Partners include the Rutland Free Library, Downtown Rutland
Partnership, Chaffee Arts Center, Paramount Theater, Rutland Redevelop-
ment Authority, Rutland Economic Development Corporation, Rutland Her-

ald, Vermont Farmers Market, and Foley Family of Companies.

The project was recognized for the community -led planning process and the
active leadership and creative partnerships between community residents,

local organizations, business leaders and local government. These efforts
resulted in a series of high  -profile projects and planning for longer -term pro-
jects including: Friday Night Live summer series, monthly Art Hops, multi -
use Creek Path, revitalization of downtown open space, and Sustainable Rut-

land.

The Rutland Area Food and Farm Link [RAFFL] received an Innovation
Award for its work in creating a diverse and thriving agricultural industry in
the Rutland Region supported by local communities and consumers. Initi-
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Infrastructure, Energy and Smart Growth

By Ann Ruzow Holland, Community Planning Advisor, Willsboro, NY

It was once thought that sprawl was a sub -urban phenomenon, that remote
and rural communities were somehow immune to its effects. But things are
changingé. fast. Rur al sprawl i s becomi
are painfully aware of the consequences of rural sprawl on the cost of provid-

ing infrastructure and services. Confronted with escalating energy prices and
increasing impacts on environmental quality, community leaders rarely have

the luxury of taking time to reflect about their problems within a Smart

Growth context.
Continues on Page 8
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T NNECAPA has two
openings on the Execu-
tive Committee: ME
State Director & NH
Legislative Liaison. If
interested contact Ben
Frost at:

bfrost.nhhfa.org
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