
By Rebecca Stone, Orton Family Foundation  
 

When town meetings in Manchester, VT let out, board members return 

to their lives as teachers, store owners, Little League coaches, home 

makers ð and, now, high school students. In a unique partnership with 

the local high school, Burr & Burton Academy (BBA) and the Founda-

tion, the Town of Manchester appointed high school students to serve 

on municipal boards and commissions.  

 

Students are appointed to the Planning Commission, Design Review Board, 

Development Review Board, Parks & Recreation Committee, Conservation 

Commission, Energy Committee and the Mark Skinner Library Board. They 

serve as full voting members on all but two of the boards, which, for legal 

reasons, do not allow minors to vote. Students attend meetings, read up on 

the issues, comment on proposals and make their voices heard.  

 

Manchester is a lively, historic New England town. As regional center for 

tourism, the arts and shopping, it is no surprise that Manchesterõs leaders 

regularly confront new development proposals, as well as new regulatory rec-

By David W. Woods, Ph.D., AICP/PP, Director, Region 1  
 

For the last three years, I have had the honor of serving on the 

APA Board of Directors elected from Region 1, the Northeast-

ern part of the United States and Canada.  During this time, I 

have been struck by many ways that we as planners can serve 

the public and the profession while realizing professional and 

personal growth.  In short, it is an exciting time to be a planner!  I have been 

able to attend a number of Chapter conferences, which have provided me 

with a firsthand feel for the economic, communication, infrastructure, and 

environmental problems that planners in Region 1 are struggling with and 

the challenges we are going to continue to face for the foreseeable future.  
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By Peg Elmer - NNECAPA President  

Presidentõs Message: Notes from the APA meetings 

in Minneapolis   

 

It continues to be illuminating to learn how other 

chapters function, and to compare NNECAPAõs 

world to theirs.   Several chapters have employed 

staff, but theyõve got up to 10x the members.  

Most have at least one major planning program at 

one of their universities that provides support via 

students and professional workshops.   

 
 

Promotion of student involve-

ment is something weõve been 

interested in and share with 

other chapters, no matter what 

our capacity.   In sharing what 

other chapters are doing, a 

number have a student on the 

Executive Committee with a 

vote. NNECAPA created a stu-

dent liaison position on the 

committee some years ago, 

along with two faculty liaisons, 

but none have a vote - which 

clearly affects interest in partici-

pation.   Some chapters have 

provided a budget allocation for 

student activity.   APA has cre-

ated a new student member 

category that is free initially but 

much of its outreach and oppor-

tunities for students (such as scholarships) is 

done only through accredited planning schools.   

We donõt currently have any in our region.  When 

APA staff requested ideas on expanding member-

ship, I suggested they reach out to all the plan-

ning students in non -accredited programs, which 

seemed well -supported by other Chapter presi-

dents.     

 

Thereõs also increasing activity among the chap-

ters to create òYoung Plannersõ Groupós.  APA 

leadership has been promoting this but limited 

membership to age 32 and under.   An impressive 

new outreach brochure from the group in the 

Sacramento area (ages up to 35) was distributed.   

They are very active with multiple committees ac-

complishing all kinds of objectives.   New Jersey 

also has an active group with membership that 

goes up to 35.   

 

The APA Professional Development Committee is 

coming out with a pro bono pro-

gram manual.   Several chapters 

have a òcommunity assistance 

planning programó, offering free 

assistance to municipalities 

needing professional help who 

canõt afford to pay for it.  In Ver-

mont, we have an NGO, the 

Smart Growth Collaborative 

(CLF, VNRC, Smart Growth VT) 

offering that pro bono work.   In 

the interest of supporting and 

promoting the profession of plan-

ning, should NNECAPA and/or 

our state associations help spon-

sor this work?   

Monetary help:   

 

¶ The Leadership Development 

Committee has requested a pot of 

$õs in the APA budget to provide 

$500 grants to chapters to provide a booth at 

affiliated professionsõ conferences. 

¶ There will be assistance on dues for unem-

ployed planners ð if anyone is in that category,   

please do not simply let your membership lapse 

but investigate what this option will consist of  

¶ APA Chicago will help chapters do elections 
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Please join us September 24th and 25th on the coast in beautiful Belfast, Maine for the 2009 Annual 

Conference of the Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association.  This yearõs con-

ference will focus on finding opportunity amidst the current economic situation.  Despite the doom and 

gloom reporting as of late, the reprieve from the rapid growth of the last decade provides the perfect occa-

sion to reexamine the way we plan for and develop our communities.  

Attendees will have three tracks of workshops to choose from:  

¶ The Local Economy  ð This track will focus on finding ways to grow local economies from within and 

develop grassroots efforts to inspire and support community endeavors.  

¶ Rethinking Transportation  ð This track will focus on finding solutions for New England communities 

to address rising fuel costs and increased vehicle emissions through alternative transportation.  

¶ The New Built Environment  ð This track will focus on new approaches to integrating green and sus-

tainable practices into infrastructure development.  

 

In addition a variety of mobile workshops will be offered as well as both law and ethics sessions for CM 

requirements.  AICP members will also find CM credits will be available for other sessions.  

 

Attendees are encouraged to book a room in one of Belfastõs many bed and breakfasts located in the 

downtown area.  A limited number of rooms have also been reserved for conference attendees at the Bel-

fast Harbor Inn for the nights of the 23 rd  and 24 th  (attendees will not be permitted to book the night of 

the 24 th  without booking an additional night).  The Belfast Harbor Inn can be reached at 1.800.545.8576, 

1.207.338.2740, or at www.belfastharborinn.com  .  More lodging information will be up on the NNECAPA 

website very shortly at: www.nnecapa.org  

 

We have scheduled this yearõs conference to back up to the Common Ground Country Fair weekend.  

The fair begins on Friday and it is a big weekend for the area.  It is strongly recommended that atten-

dees make their room reservations as early as possible.   To learn more about the fair visit 

www.mofga.org/TheFair/tabid/135/Default.aspx  .  In addition to the fair the area offers a variety of at-

tractions including the Penobscot Narrows Bridge, Fort Knox, Moose Point and Lake St. George State 

Parks, a variety of museums including the Farnsworth Art Museum, schooner tours, several wineries, 

and of course miles of scenic coastline.  So bring the whole family and make a weekend out of it!  
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VERMONT by Tara Bamford  

This winter residents of nine Vermont communi-

ties benefited from installation of free energy sav-

ing products and information on other sources of 

assistance for further improvements through par-

ticipation in the Vermont Community Energy Mo-

bilization Pilot Project. The program provides free 

installation of energy saving devices, a review of 

home fuel use, and information on sources of fi-

nancial assistance with energy efficiency. The pro-

ject is an initiative of Efficiency Vermont, an inde-

pendent nonprofit created by the Vermont Legis-

lature in 2000 and funded by an energy efficiency 

charge on electric bills. Congratulations to Brat-

tleboro, Grafton, Lincoln, Mad River Valley, 

Marshfield/Plainfield/East Montpelier, Manches-

ter/Dorset/Peru, Montpelier, Ripton, and Thet-

ford for being chosen for this pilot project after a 

competitive selection process and to the volun-

teers who make this project possible.  

 

Manchester also received a separate grant from 

the Stratton Foundation to do more intensive effi-

ciency upgrades in selected families' homes. Man-

chester has also embarked on other efficiency 

projects, including a streetlight initiative, energy 

audits of all municipal facilities, insulation and 

heating system upgrades, and hopes to install a 

solar hot water system at Town Hall.  

 

Lee Krohn, AICP, and three of his student board 

members presented a workshop at the APA na-

tional conference entitled Engaging Youth in Plan-

ning:   Direct Experience as Board Members. 

Building on their presentation at the 2008 NNE-

CAPA Conference, the students shared their ex-

perience to date as members of town boards, and 

encouraged other communities to take similar 

action to encourage youth to become more in-

volved and have a voice in civic affairs. The stu-

dents thank VPA and NNECAPA for their gener-

ous contributions toward their travel costs to the 

APA Conference.  

 

By the way, for those who don't know him, Lee 

Krohn is a planner with many talents. As a pro-

fessional photographer he has been a regular con-

tributor to the Bennington Banner, Manchester 

Journal, Vermont Magazine, and many local non-

profits, and recently earned merit points for two 

of his images in the print competition at the an-

nual convention of the Vermont Professional Pho-

tographers Association. Krohn's top scoring  im-

ages, custom printed by John Conte of the Image 

Loft in Manchester,  were entitled "Fighting the  

inferno" - showing Manchester's volunteer  fire-

fighters in action, and "Magical Circus Light", 

from a performance  of Circus Smirkus here in 

town. Krohn is also a member of the Manchester 

Fire Department and the Vermont State Firefight-

ers Association.  
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By MacGregor Stocco, AICP  

ME Legislative Liaison  
 

The Maine Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) con-

tinues to actively work to elevate the visibility of 

the planning profession in the Maine Legislature.  

The LPC has testified on 10 bills thus far this ses-

sion and attended numerous public hearings, 

work sessions, and stakeholder group meetings.   

Most bills, such as LD 107 An Act to Change the 

Classification of Man -made Wetlands, which the 

LPC testified against, die a slow death (public 

hearing on February 10 th  with Senate officially 

voting Ought Not to Pass on April 2 nd ).   
 

Sometimes there are multiple bills on a similar 

topic, such as the five bills proposing to modify 

and/or eliminate the Informed Growth Act.  In 

these instances, Legislative Committees often 

hold hearings on all the related bills on the same 

day, and choose to amend one bill to incorporate 

pieces of the other bills.  Naturally, this requires 

LPC members to read through and discuss all the 

similar bills.  So, even though the LPC has pro-

vided testimony on 10 bills, it has read through 

and debated the pros and cons of significantly 

more bills.   
 

LD 1392, An Act to Promote Economic Develop-

ment and Reduce Reliance on Automobiles 

through Transit -Oriented Tax Increment Financ-

ing Districts, is the one piece of proposed legisla-

tion most interesting to LPC members this year.  

It basically expands TIF districts to include TOD 

districts.  Since TODs are not well -known in rural 

northern New England, one of the main goals of 

the LPC is to explain the concept to legislators 

and help them understand that this is sound fi-

nancial planning for our future.  While the Port-

land area is ripe for this kind of legislation, Am-

trak is expanding north along the coast, and if 

passed, this bill could enhance the prospect of 

future non -automotive transportation projects.  

No public hearing has been scheduled as of this 

printing.  We will send an update with the next 

newsletter.   
 

There are five other òsubjectsó on which the LPC 

has been strongly engaged over the course of this 

term:  

 
 

Site Law  

There are two bills on this subject, one minor (LD 

431) and one major (LD 1268).  Most debate over 

the major bill occurred outside the Legislature.  

The Maine Department of Environmental Protec-

tion (DEP) is spearheading an effort to make ma-

jor amendments to the Site Location of Develop-

ment Law (Site Law), and LD 1268 would make 

many of those changes.  Apparently, the Site Law 

has not been modified significantly in a couple 

decades, and DEP wishes to clean up many loop-

holes and conflicting language.  At the same time, 

since they were considering these changes, DEP 

staff decided to look into modifying many other 

rules.  It is these òotheró modifications that are so 

controversial, including provisions to steer growth 

to locally designated growth areas and surrogates 

for growth areas when they are not designated by 

a community.  DEP has held stakeholder meet-

ings outside the legislature (including one in 

which the LPC participated).  The LPC also pro-

vided testimony on LD 1268.  As of this printing, 

we are still unsure how the Legislature will move 

forward with the bill, i.e. trying to do everything 

DEP asks, or òsplittingó the major bill into the 

òhousecleaningó vs. òupdatingó modifications.   

 
 

Informed Growth Act  
 

There were five bills on this subject (LDs 242, 

273, 448, 918, 1019).  The Legislature eventually 

pared down the number of bills, seeking to reach 

consensus on specific modifications.  The com-

mittee chair even held multiple stakeholder meet-
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By Ben Frost, AICP, NNECAPA Professional Devel-

opment Officer   

Registering Your Credits  

A report from APA states that a significant pro-

portion of the Chapterõs AICP members have not 

logged onto the Certification Maintenance report-

ing system.  Itõs important to remember that you 

must formally report your activities yourself by 

going to the AICP Certification Maintenance web-

site ( http://www.planning.org/cm/index.htm )ñ

attending sessions and signing the attendance 

sheet will not suffice; you must report on the web-

site and certify your attendance.   

 

Training Opportunities  

Free Course: Planning for Healthy Places  

Planning for Healthy Places with Health Impact 

Assessments  is the first in a series of CM -eligible 

online courses from APA.  Through examples and 

activities, this òhow-toó guide explains the value 

of Health Impact Assessments and outlines the 

steps involved in conducting one.   

 

This course was developed in partnership be-

tween the American Planning Association and the 

National Association of County & City Health Offi-

cials and is offered free of charge through a grant 

from the Centers for Disease Control.  CM | 6   

http://professional.captus.com/Planning/hia  

 

Free Monthly Webinars  

A dozen chapters of APA have pooled their re-

sources to offer webcast training opportunities 

that are free to APA members.  Below is the list of 

sessions that are still open for registration.  The 

June (Law) and July (Ethics) sessions are now full 

and registration for them is closed.  You can visit 

the APA Utah Chapter website to register for any 

of these: http://www.utah -

apa.org/webcasts.htm .  CM | 1.5 each  
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Wind ð Small and Large  
August 7, 2009 ð 1 pm ð 2:30 pm EDT  
 
The Future of Transportation: Providing Sus-
tainable Choices for the Public  
September 4, 2009 ð 1 pm ð 2:30 pm EDT  
 
Practical Application of Takings, Exactions 
and Constitutional Procedural Requirements 
in Local Land Use Decisions ð CM LAW CREDIT  
October 2, 2009 ð 1 pm ð 2:30 pm EDT  
 
Community Visioning: Creating the Frame-
work for Tomorrowõs Florida 
November 6, 2009 ð 1 pm ð 2:30 pm EST  
 
Creating Sustainable Communities 
(registration not yet available)  
December 4, 2009 ð 1 pm ð 2:30 pm EST  
 
Topic to be Determined (Save the date!)   
December 11, 2009 ð 1 pm - 2:30 pm EST  
 
 

And in addition, there are these two webinars are 

being offered:  
 

Community Strategies for Dealing with Dis-

tressed Properties  

December 10, 2009 ð 1 pm - 2:30 pm EST.  CM | 

1.5 LAW - Register here: 

https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/962073883  

 

Creating Truly Collaborative Planning: Future 

Melbourneõs Collaborative Plan 

September 18, 2009 ð 4 pm - 5:30 pm EST.  CM | 

1.5 - Register here: 

https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/430422955  

 

And yes, thereõs more! 

 

Planning for Healthy Places with Health Im-

pact Assessments  

This free online course is available through June 

1, 2009. This online course will explain the value 

of conducting an HIA and the steps involved in 

conducting an HIA. Throughout the course, ex-
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ommendations intended to guide their decisions. Planning is taken seriously, and vehement advocates on 

every side of issues and proposals weigh in. Until recently, town meetings and debates have been domi-

nated by older voices. Manchesterõs Select Board began appointing youth to all Town boards and com-

missions in 2007, and now high school students spend their weeknights discussing the nuances of zon-

ing setbacks and design standards alongside their adult counterparts.  

 

Feedback to date from the students, the Townõs adult board members and from the community has been 

uniformly positive. The program will develop to include better training, opportunities for students to 

speak at conferences and network with other youth leaders, and a broader youth engagement initiative.  

 

Project Goals  

¶ Build a structured forum in which Manchesterõs 

youth can engage with one another and discuss rele-

vant issues.  

¶ Facilitate communication among residents of different 

generations and interests.  

¶ Improve studentsõ understanding of local government, 

planning topics and the Town.  

¶ Foster an ethic of civic involvement and awareness in 

students, in the hope that it will lead them to be life-

long active and engaged members of their communi-

ties.  

¶ Increase diversity of participation in decision -making, 

better reflecting the interests of all citizens.  

¶ Bring new opinions and ideas from a traditionally un-

derrepresented group (youth) to the Town boards and 

commissions and, in particular, to discussions of is-

sues that will impact future generations.  

¶ Strengthen youthõs ties to their home communities in an effort to reduce rural youth out-migration.  

¶ Develop a model for youth engagement that can be applied in other communities.  

 

Project Description  

In the summer of 2006, the Orton Family Foundation convened a group to consider youth involvement in 

Manchesterõs government. The group consisted of the Town Planner and Town Manager, a Select Board 

member, Manchester citizens, staff from BBA and five high school students. The group researched and 

considered models for youth engagement used across the country, as well as laws and policies in Man-

chester and Vermont that would impact youth involvement. One Manchester student from another local 

school had already been serving on the Townõs Recreation Committee, and his experience informed the 

groupõs thinking. 
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The three current youth board members re-

cently spoke at the National APA conference 
in Minneapolis, MN.  
 

Charlotte Hogan (DRB), Campbell Halligan 

(DRB), and Megan LaValley (PC)  

  


