
Article excerpted from the Rochester Times  

In the fall of 2002, City Planner Michael Behrendt launched an architectural 

series in the "Rochester Times," with the assumption that it would extend to 

four or five parts. Every second week, he came around to the newspaper in 

his lunch hour, borrowed a camera, and came back a bit later with several 

photographic examples of architectural styles and building types, which were 

then tied together with some explanatory prose and captions.  

One year and 28 episodes later, Behrendt finally rested on his laurels, in the 

knowledge that his enthusiasm and affection for Rochester's enormously var-

ied architecture had infected thousands of readers, by giving them a renewed 

sense of appreciation for their city, and a gentle education to boot.  

Behrendt didn't sit back for too long though. It transpired that he had more 

passionate feelings to express about Rochester's wealth of building types and 

styles than the space that was allotted to him every couple of weeks ever per-

mitted. And so, the idea of a groundbreaking book was born. After linking up 

with a prestigious publisher, The History Press, and an intense spell of re-

By Jim Fisher, AICP, PhD  

Senior Planner, Hancock County Planning Commission  

In the thick of conference season Iõve burned through a bit of vacation leave 

attending back to back planning conferences, NNECAPA in Belfast and ACSP 

in Crystal City, Virginia. ACSP you ask, whatõs ACSP? In my non-systematic 

NNECAPA poll I found not one planner that knew the acronym, nor even the 

organization, Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning.   

My results at ACSP were similar. The eight hundred plus attendees at ACSP 

are the professors and advanced doctoral students from planning schools 

throughout the country. If you studied planning, urban studies or related 

materials, it is very likely you studied with one or more of them.  They are a 
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By Peg Elmer - NNECAPA President  

Thank you to the Chapter for sending me to 

Washington D.C to represent you at the fall round 

of APA òleadership meetingsó.  These include a 

mixture of APA business and national legislative 

background, and conclude with visits to our con-

gressional delegation staff.  Let me pass on my 

notes to you.  

We heard from John Mercurio, 

Executive Editor of òThe Hotlineó 

of the National Journal .  To quote 

him, òThis is the best opportunity 

for planning to be a respected part 

of federal legislation since the 

1970õs.ó  He noted the collabora-

tion happening and that partner-

ships are being noticed, such as 

with ASLA and AIA are building 

(no pun intended) and providing 

value.  

He noted that Republicans in 

Congress are at their lowest num-

bers in forty years but will seek to 

capitalize on Obamaõs plummeting 

popularity in the coming election 

cycle.  Mercurio expects there will 

be some real Republican gains, 

based on a common position that 

bipartisan balance is needed, in both congres-

sional and gubernatorial elections.  We were of-

fered some estimates on Senate, House seat 

changes.  In the Senate, it boils down to about 

three seats which are likely to turn Republican, 

but which wouldnõt shift the large Democratic 

majority.  In the House, where the Democrats 

have a thirty -nine seat majority, at least forty cur-

rent Democrats face tough Republican opponents.  

The guess was, if Obamaõs approval ratings dip 

into the 40õs, all those seats will probably change 

to Republican Representatives.  

Republicans are blasting the over -reaching 

agenda of the new Administration and will ques-

tion òwhere are the jobs?ó.  Mercurio finished up 

by saying the time is rapidly going by when blame 

can be cast on the previous Administration ð the 

Democrats will be held accountable.  

On infrastructure issues, we heard from the inter-

esting new Director of the five 

year old transportation NGO, 

Re-Connecting America.  Major 

John Robert Smith, long time 

mayor of Meridian, Mississippi, 

(òwhich has a gap in historic 

preservation opportunities due 

to General Shermanõs special 

brand of urban renewaló) long-

time AMTRAK board member 

and chair, who has left the 

house his grandfather built 

(and a òfun with new grand-

sonó) to move to D.C. to gain a 

òtransformational transporta-

tion bill ð NOT a highway billó.  

He describes it as a robust 

multi -modal, inclusionary bill 

encouraging affordable and 

senior housing near transit 

stops, with more local control, 

encouraging clean freight, and 

including strong performance measures.  

Also described was HR.2724 and Senator Doddõs 

S 1619, liveable communities bill. He described 

the big funding gap in meeting the wishlist provi-

sions but noted that òwe spend more $õs removing 

road kill from the nationõs highways than we do 

on passenger rail.ó  Also that the U.S. comes in 

just behind Pakistan in its investment in rail.  

According to Smith, AMTRAK has been saved by 

rural America while itõs heavily utilized in the ur-

ban corridors.  He reminded us that the ARRA set 
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Historic Building, Belfast, ME  
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By Rebeccah Schaffner -Tousignant, NNECAPA Maine Director  

 

Plan of the Year    

Moving Forward Together: Keene Community Vision 2008  was nomi-

nated by Jennifer Czysz, President of the New Hampshire Planners 

Association (NHPA) and was awarded the Plan of the Year Award.  The 

Awards Committee chose this plan because in addition to meeting the 

basic award criteria it included an impressive level of public participa-

tion engaging various segments of the community through multiple 

means.  This public process has resulted in a high quality, compre-

hensive vision supported by the community.  

 

Project of the Year    

Innovative Land Use Planning Techniques Handbook  was nominated 

by the NHPA Executive Committee and awarded Project of the Year.  

The Awards Committee chose this project because of the impact it 

has had on planning in New Hampshire. The handbook is the prod-

uct of collaborative work by the Stateõs nine RPCs and has resulted 

in 32 municipalities undertaking 40 different ordinance initiatives.  

 

 

Professional Planner of the Year    

Dana Farley, Community Development Director in Essex, VT was 

nominated by Polly McMurtry, Past President of the Vermont Plan-

ners Association (VPA) and was awarded the Professional Planner of 

the Year Award. The Awards Committee chose Dana for her years of 

commitment to the planning community; her work at both the local 

and state levels and public, private, and nonprofit sectors of plan-

ning; and her literary contributions to the education of current and 

future planners.  

 

Citizen Planner of the Year    

Scott Mapes, current member of the Burlington Conservation Board and engineer, was nominated by 

Scott Gustin, Senior Planner, City of Burlington and awarded the Citizen Planner of the Year Award.  The 

Awards Committee chose Scott Mapes for his dedication to the protection and improvement of water 

quality and applauds his ability to turn passion into action.  
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By Sandrine Thibault, NNECAPA Public Information Officer  

Planners in northern New England often exchange and share their localities zoning and  ordinance lan-

guage  by e -mail list serve .  This, however, is often insufficient for local town planners to understand if 

the projects that result from the language would actually be appropriate for their town or city.   Tradi-

tionally illustrative design guideline òbest-practiceó documents have 

been confined by static printed book type manuals.  These docu-

ments often are outdated inside of 5 -10 years.  Planners in north-

ern New England are simultaneously cursed and blessed with local 

and regional designs and problem solving that are best conveyed by 

showing photographic samples with descriptions.  NNECAPA devel-

oped a continuously expanding (and expandable) photographic li-

brary that can function like a Web -log (Blog) of examples, com-

pletely searchable.   

This innovative communication mechanism, through internet -web 

technology, is meant for the graphic and illustrative sharing of 

planning knowledge.  Only through a photographic medium can 

enough detail about the physical manifestation of planning lan-

guage be understood.  Comprehensive understanding can best be 

achieved through photographs and images for analyzing if specific 

innovative solutions are appropriate for ones own locality.  Key 

components to its success is its dynamic nature so we need your 

help to continue populating the library.  Below are some of the benefits this project will bring:  

¶ time effective sharing of best -practices type examples throughout a region where home -rule RULES;  

¶ an inexpensive and instantaneous distribution across the region;  

¶ a growing and dynamic òrepositoryó of examples which is searchable and accessible to anyone inter-

ested in our regions development;  

¶ an opportunity for members and anyone with an inter-

net connected computer to learn about what northern New 

England Planners consider ògood planningó made real.  

To access the library and share examples of good planning 

in your community go to: www.flickr.com/photos/

nnecapa/  

**Check the NNECAPA website for more information 

shortly, especially for an explanation on how to upload pic-

tures.  
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